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Dear Sirs,

As a resident of Milton Malsor and an interested party to the above application, you have
invited me to comment regarding the applicants’ request for a delay to the examination
process.  From my representation, you will know that I am wholly opposed to Rail Central
for a range of reasons, and the applicant’s request for a delay to the process has added
substantially to my concerns.

I have re-read the interested parties’ responses from the relevant highways and transport
authorities – Northamptonshire County Council and Highways England – which both
make it very clear that despite apparently 3 ½ years joint working, the application has been
made in advance of the necessary modelling, options appraisal, and preferred options work
being completed and agreed with those authorities.  It is unbelievable, therefore, that a 6
months extension could in any way be sufficient time for them to come up with
satisfactory proposals, that have been consulted upon and agreed at all levels – especially
if a further impact environmental assessment is needed, which it undoubtedly would be.  It
could also not allow time for the applicants to complete the necessary work and
consultation to an acceptable standard, let alone high quality. 

It is hard to fathom why the applicant submitted a clearly incomplete application in
October, but I surmise that reasons might include a desire by the applicant to have the
consideration of their submission with PINS to run concurrently with the Northampton
Gateway proposal, which they may have since decided would not enhance their chances of
success.  Their approach also demonstrates a complete disregard for local communities,
whose lives they seek to blight, and the legal processes, put in place to protect those
communities and the environment, and to ensure that appropriate mitigations have been
identified and solutions fully worked up and agreed.

It will have now become apparent to the applicant - and anyone else reading the responses
from the highway and transport authorities - that they have come nowhere close to
producing satisfactory or even complete proposals in a considered and finalised form, that
would be in any way acceptable to the highway authorities, or the travelling public that
they represent.  I suggest that the applicant will also have reviewed the Northampton
Gateway application, and realised that the work they have submitted falls well short of
what is required, and that they would be in a potentially stronger position if their
application were to be assessed separately to the Northampton Gateway application. 

That the applicant finds it necessary to go back to the drawing board on all transport and
highway requirements at this late stage suggests that they are panicking.  I think it also
gives away their under-lying aim of trying to make a large profit by cutting corners and at
the cost of the local communities and the environment, for a scheme that demonstrates no
strategic need, so has no legitimate place in the NSIP process.  The submitted application
is disorganised, extremely difficult to follow – maybe that is intentional – and exposes an
incompetent, inexperienced organisation and a cynical approach to the whole process.

Rail Central’s consultation process has been chaotic, disorganised, and appears to be a
contemptuous nod to the requirement process to be able to put a ‘tick in the consultation
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box.’  I am also very concerned that the October application differed significantly from
what has previously been consulted on. 

Further thorough consultation would be required with all stakeholders and those who have
registered an interest regarding any changes to their existing application – the proposed 28-
30 days would be insufficient to allow for a full and fair assessment of their next effort. 
They would need to allow adequate time especially for statutory bodies, including
Northamptonshire County Council and Highways England, ‘Stop Rail Central’ and local
communities.

Also, due to the current process for the Northampton Gateway, I am concerned that if a
delay to the Rail Central examination is permitted, a true understanding of the cumulative
effects of both proposals will not be possible. Both examinations will therefore be flawed. 
The two applications must be examined together.

The application is in such complete disarray, I can only shudder at the thought of how the
actual delivery would be carried out, and the horrendous impact on the local area, with
scant attention to the local communities, as has been demonstrated already. The sooner the
PINS process goes ahead to reach that conclusion and reject the application, the better it
will be for everyone. 

The applicants’ request for a delay, and the application itself, must therefore be rejected.

Kind regards,

Barbara King

Sent from my iPhone




